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Christmas  is  celebrated  ao  lavishly  today  that  it  is  difficult 
for  us  to  conceive  of  a  time  when  the  feast  of  the  Estivity  differed 
little  from  the  Sabbath  Pay  with  services  in  the  churches  followed 
by  the  traditional  Sunday  dinner*  She  early  settlements,  because 
of  the  austerity  of  their  religion,  frowned  on  gaiety  of  any  sort, 
particularly  in  those  areas  which  were  settled  by  the  Scotch  and 
Scotch-Irish*  sshose  observance  of  Christmas  even  today  is  rather 
negligible.   Life  was  real  una   life  was  earnest  for  our  pioneers. 
In  such  an  atmosphere  Abraham  Lincoln  was  corn,  and  to  a  great  ex- 
tent spent  the  major  portion  of  his  years, 

Christmas  cards  as  we  know  them  today  really  had  their  beg- 
inning about  1860.  tfhlle  Christmas  trees  in  continental  Europe 
date  took  to  the  thirteenth  century,  in  the  Mid~Weet#  at  least,  the 
first  Christmas  tree  waa  set  up  by  a  minister  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
in  the  'SOs,  and  was  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  e averse  criticism. 
It  is  not  surprising  then,  if  a  search  for  data  on  the  pioneer 
Lincoln  family* s  observance  of  Christmas  produces  so  little  fruit 
and  not  enough  baubles  to  bedeck  even  the  littlest  Christmas  tree. 

*•  can  find  no  reference  to  the  Lincoln  family's  observance 
of  Christmas  before  the  years  in  the  White  House,  and  there  are 
some  rather  startling  inferences  to  the  contrary.  On  December  the 
twenty-fourth,  1848,  Abraham  Lincoln  replied  to  his  father's  request 
for  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  to  settle  a  judgment  against  his 
father's  property.  He  cheerfully  sends  Thomas  Lincoln  the  twenty 
dollars,  but  lawyer-like,  insist©  that  his  father  look  carefully 
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into  the  lone  overdue  oialm  before  the  sum  la  paid.  He  ended  his 
letter  with  this  everyday  close:  "Give  my  love  to  mother  and  all 
the  connections.  Affectionately  your  eon,  A.  Lincoln,"  To  ua 
today  It  might  seen*  strange  to  fina  here  no  greetings  of  "UQrry 
Christmas*  and  nA  Happy  New  Year,"  hat  as  a  matter  of  fact  such 
salutations  do  not  appear  to  grace  letters  until  a  later  date. 
Greet  man  though  he  was,  Abraham  Lincoln  observed  the  conventions 
of  his  times. 

Without  question,  the  Lincoln  family  must  have  celebrated 
Christmas,  but  such  celebrations  must  have  taken  on  the  austerity 
of  the  fast  days  of  the  period  rather  than  the  feast  days  of  the 
present,  #ith  the  occupancy  of  the  White  House  by  the  Lincoln 
family  members  they  came  Into  on  atmosphere  which  allowed  Chri stress 
Day  to  be  observed  with  more  celebration  than  in  the  Kiddle  .Vest, 
rhose  of  Catholic  and  Episcopalian  faith  had  always  made  more   of 
this  day  than  hsd  the  ?uritane  and  the  denominations  which  were  the 
out-gro^th  of  Calvinism. 

The  first  ^hrsitmas  in  the  Shite  House,  in  1861,  Is  of  special 
interest  because  it  was  the  only  Christmas  on  which  the  whole  family 
was  together,  a  then  unbroken  family  group  except  for  little  Bdwarfl 
Baker  Lincoln  who  died  In  1880  in  Springfield.  A  Christmas  dinner 
was  served  to  which  many  friends  had  been  invited  —  both  &  rsonal 
and  political  --  some  from  Illinois,  all  of  the  Blairs,  Assistant 
secretary  of  the  ITavy  Fox,  and  the  pastor  of  the  Lincoln1  s  Washington 
church,  Dr.  X3,D,  Gurley,  for  the  Lincoln*  had  learned  no  forget 
not  the  Levite  who  Is  within  thy  gates," 

The  Lincoln's  oldest  son,  Robert,  was  a  student  in  Harvard,  so 
it  can  be  taken  for  granted  that  this  was  the  last  time  the  Lincoln 
family  was  a  unit,  for  in  February  of  '62,  the  loss  of  little  ffillie 


brought  added  grief  to  a  heart  already  burdened  with  the  sorrows 
of  the  nation,  and  struck  a  blow  at  Mary  Lincoln  from  which  she 
never  fully  recovered. 

Uhe  two  following  Christmas  seasons  yield  no  holiday  inci- 
dents in  the  family  of  the  Mneolns,  but  those  two  periods  were 
each  marked  by  unusual  letters  which  show  that  Lincoln  had  the 
Christmas  spirit  in  his  heart*  If  there  could  not  be  $eaoe  on 
earth  there  was,  within  him,  good  will  toward  men.  On  December  23, 
136®,  he  sadly  penned  a  note  to  Fanny  McCullough,  the  daughter 
of  his  old  friend,  Colonel  William  McCullough,  who  had  recently 
felled  while  serving  under  Grant  at  Coffeeville,  Mississippi? 

Executive  Mansion 
Washington,  December  23,  1662 

Dear  Fanny:  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I 
learn  of  the  death  of  your  kind  and  brave 
father,  and  especially  that' it  is  affacting 
your  young  heart  beyond  what  is  common  in 
such  oases.  In  this  sad  world  of  ours  sorrow 
acmes  to  all,  and  to  the  young  it  comes  with 
bitterer  agony  because  it  takes  them  unawares 
The  older  have  learnsCt  ever  to  expect  it,  I 
am  snxious  to  afford  some  alleviation  of  your 
present  distress*  Perfect  relief  Is  not 
possible,  except  with  time*  You  osnnot  now 
realize  that  you  will  ever  feel  better,  la 
not  this  so1?  And  yet  it  is  e  mistake*  You 
are  sure  to  be  happy  again*  To  know  this, 
which  is  certainly  true,  will  make  you  some 
less  miserable  now,   I  have  had  experience 
enough  to  know  what  I  say,  and  you  need  only 
to  believe  it  to  feel  better  at  once*  The 
memory  of  your  dear  father,  instead  of  en 
agony,  will  yet  be  a  sad,  sweet  feeling  in 
your  heart,  of  a  purer  and  holier  sort  than 
you  have  known  before* 

Please  present  my  kind  regards  to  your 
afflicted  mother* 

Your  sincere  friend, 

A*  Lincoln 


For  simplicity  of  structure,  and  for  that  depth  of  feeling 
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which  always  marked  Lincoln  aa  a  man  of  wis©  and  understanding 
heart,  this  example  ranks  with  the  famous  letter  to  yra.  Bixby 
and  that  to  the  parents  of  Elmer  Ellsworth. 

During  the  Christmas  of  1363,  Lincoln  gave  a  Christmas 
instead  of  receiving  one.  Usher  P.  Under,  a  !;ouglas  Democrat 
hut  a  long  time  friend  of  the  old  circuit-riding  days  in  Illinois, 
had  been  asking  for  a  pardon  for  his  son,  who  had  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  Army,  and  was  a  Federal  prisoner  of  war  at  Point 
Lookout,  Maryland.  On  December  22  and  84  Xiincoln  had  wired  the 
commander  at  Point  Lookout  to  send  young  Linder  to  him,  end  on 
Deoember  26  he  wired  the  father  that  his  son,  Dan,  had  juot  left 
the  White  House  with  an  order  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  admin- 
ister the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  discharge  him  and  send  him  to  his 
parents. 

By  Christmas  of  1864,  the  darkest  days  of  the  Civil  Wa*  were 
past  and  Lincoln  could  receive  gifts  instead  of  giving  them.  On 
December  SO  of  that  year,  as  I  have  mentioned  in  another  chapter, 
the  Board  of  trustees  of  the  College  of  Key/  Jersey,  better  known 
today  aa  Princeton  University,  awarded  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
ohief  magistrate  of  the  United  States,  the  honorary  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws.  Anyone  would  appreciate  such  a  present.  Even  in 
the  midst  of  the  rejoicing  over  the  news  of  the  capture  of 
Savannah,  Lincoln  found  tin:e  to  write  President  John  IfacLoan  of 
Princeton  telling  hirr.  that  he  appreciated  the  honor  end  accepted 
the  degree  not  for  himself,  but  a3  a  tribute  to  the  Government , 
whose  course  had  met  the  "approval  of  a  body  of  gentlemen  of  such 
character  and  intelligence,  in  this  time  of  public  trial." 

Mindful  always  of  the  effect  on  all  men  everywhere  of  human 
bondage  anywhere,  it  was  foremost  in  Lincoln's  thought  in  the 
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Christmas  season  of  1864.  It  produced  one  of   the  rare  letter® 
extant  which  Lincoln  wrote  on  a  Christmas  Day.  This  letter  was 
to  Bayard  Taylor  who  waa  for  a  time  the  secretary  of  the  legation 
while  Cameron  was  embassador  to  Russia.  It  is  one  of  Lincoln's 
shortest  letters: 

My  dear  airs  I  think  a  good  lecture 
or  two  on   Serfs,  Serfdom,  and  Emanci- 
pation in  Russia  would  he  both  inter- 
esting and  valuable.  Could  you  not 
get  up  such  a  thing? 

Freedom  for  all  men  is  in  the  air  and  Lincoln  is  making 
the  most  of  it. 

On  one  of  the  beautiful  squares  for  which  the  city  of  Savannah 
is  so  justly  proud,  there  still  stands  a  beautiful  home  erected  in 
the  *40s  by  an  English  cotton  merchant  and  long  occupied  oy  the 
famous  Judge  Peter  W.  Meldrim,  which  is  still  pointed  out  as  the 
headquarters  of  General  Sherman  after  the  capture  of  Savannah. 

From  this  house  there  came  a  telegram  on  December  gg,  from  the 
conquering  General  William  2.  Sherman  to  His  Exoellenoy,  President 
Lincoln,  iVashington,  B.C.:  nI  beg  to  present  you  &a  a  Christmas- 
gift  the  city  of  Savannah,  with  150  heavy  guns  and  plenty  ammunition, 
also  ahout  83,G0Q  hales  of  cotton. w 

After  this  gala  season,  how  rapidly  events  winged  to  the 
close,  fifcfc  just  one  Christmas  season  of  resolving  gifts  in  the 
White  House,  Lincoln  had  spent  his  oareer  there  performing  acts  of 
mercy  and  giving  relief  whs?®   relief  could  h©  given.  Soon,  in   the 
Easter  season  of  1866,  he  was  to  give  his  life  itself,  and  in  that 
giving  gain  for  himself  a  place  among  the  immortals  —  and  leave 
to  us  a  Bethl^hem-star  example  of  a  mn   who  had  dons  nothing 
in  malice. 
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ABE   LINCOLN'S 

LAST    CHRISTMAS 

IN  SPRINGFIELD 
1860 


Mr.  Lincoln,  here  it  is  December  20th,  do  you  realize  that 
it  is  almost  Christmas  &  I  do  not  have  my  Christmas  shopping 
done?  Yes  Mary,  it  sure  looks  like  Christmas  now,  I  see 
some  of  those  white  flakes  coming  down.  Hope  it  doesn't 
amount  to  anything,  I  promised  Judge  Hall  that  we  would 
drop  in  on  his  daughter,  Eliza's  engagement  party.  With 
all  the  work  we  have  to  do  before  Christmas,  I  wish  we 
didn't  have  to  go.   I  agree  Mary  and  besides  I  have  a  feel- 
ing- that  something  is  going  to  happen  today.  There  you  go 
again  Mr.  Lincoln  with  those  dreams  of  yours.  Well  Mary, 
maybe  you  are  right, but  at  any  rate  we'll  make  our  visit 
short.  Judge  Hall  will  no  doubt  be  disappointed  but  I'm 
sure  that  he  will  understand.  As  President-Elect  he  is 
well  aware  that  I  have  many  things  to  mull  over. 

Mary  Todd  Lincoln  had  prepared  her  Christmas  dinner  menu 
&  had  given  it  to  Amanda,  the  servant.  Even  so,  she  felt 
it  was  her  responibility  to  oversee  the  preparations,  Espec- 
ially the  plum  pudding,  the  baking  of  the  pies  &  the  roast- 
ing of  the  goose.  She  wanted  her  husband  to  have  an  extra 
special  Christmas  dinner.  Then  too,  this  would  be  Robert's 
last  dinner  at  Springfield  before  going  off  to  college.  The 
last  minute  shopping  was  getting  to  her.  She  still  didn't 
have  Mr.  Lincoln's  gift  nor  Robert's.  She  felt  good  that 
she  did  have  all  the  stocking  items  &  other  Santa  gifts  for 
the  little  ones. 

The  carriage  was  waiting  &  Mr  &  Mrs.  Lincoln  walked  down 
the  steps  to  the  front  door  where  Abe  donned  his  top  hat  & 
shawl.  The  Judge  lived  on  the  otherside  of  town  &  many  of 
Springfield's  socialite  were  expected  at  the  big  event. 

The  guests  were  standing  around  chatting  &  nibbling  on 
the  refreshments  when  the  Judge  was  handed  a  telegram  by 
his  doorman.  He  looked  at  it  &  said  it  is  for  you  Abe.  Mr. 
Lincoln  quickly  opened  it  &  by  his  expression  Mary  &  the 
Judge  knew  it  was  bad  news.   In  a  low  voice,  Abe  said, 
South  Carolina  has  seceded.  Mary  was  heard  to  exclaim, "Oh 
my  God" .  The  Lincolns  lingered  awhile  not  to  embarass 
their  host  &  hostess  &  then  graciously  made  their  exit.  All 
Abe  Lincoln  wanted  at  this  time  was  to  be  alone. 

In  the  mean  time  the  nation  was  prepairing  for  Christmas. 
The  news  of  South  Carolina  caused  some  concern  among  the 
merchants  so  extraordinary  decorations  were  quickly  erect- 
ed to  attract  customers.  Big  ads  were  run  in  the  news- 
papers. In  fact  one  ad  noted,  "Readers,  the  Union  is  in 
denger,  buy  your  holiday  gifts  from  us  &  you  will  spare  it. 
Items  being  featured  in  the  stores  were  bonnets,  shawls, 
Jouvin's  gloves  from  Paris,  glove  boxes,  tea-sets,  battle-  ' 
dores,  wax  dolls  with  moving  eyes  &  of  course  some  fancy 
cakes  &  candies.  For  the  men  there  were  meerchaum  pipes, 
plain  ones  &  pipe  racks,  straight  razors  &  accessories, 
such  as  shaving  mugs  &  brushes,  cravats,  cribbage  boards, 
dominos  &  playing  cards,,  shawls,  fancy  vests,  etc. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  man's  house  is  his  castle.  Abe 
felt  that  this  was  truly  so  on  Christmas  Day  when  he,  Mary 
&  the  children  gathered  around  the  tree  in  the  North  Parlor 
of  their  home  on  the  corner  of  Eight  &  Jackson  Streets.  The 
tree  looked  so  pretty  between  the  two  Damasked  draped  win- 


dows. Abe  sat  in  his  favorite  rocker  with  his  feet  dangl- 
ing over  a  tiny  foot  stole  alongside  his  newly  installed 
Franklin  stove.  Mother  was  watching  Willie,  age  9  &  Tad 
age  5  eagerly  opening  their  presents  from  Santa  Claus. 
Robert,  age  17,  stood  by  also  watching,  a  bit  aloof  but  no 
doubt  thinking  back  when  he  was  a  believer. 

Abe,  always  pensive  said,  "Mary  this  is  truly  the  Lord's 
day,  let  us  never  forget  our  last  Christmas  in  Springfield. 
And  then  he  added,  "children,  do  not  forget  your  little 
brother  Eddie,  God  bless  him,  &  they  all  said  amen. 

Submitted  by:  Art  Costigan 
New  Monmouth,  N.J. 
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LOOKING  FOR  Diaries,  letters,  etc.   for  a  regimental  hist- 
ory of  the  96TH  PA.  VOL.  INF.  Will  exchange  info.  Very 
interested  in  papers  of  COL.  HENRY  L.  CAKE.  Write:  DAVID 
WARD,  435  N.  PINE  ST. ,  LANCASTER,  PA.   17603 


INFO.  WANTED:  PVT.  HENRY  FASNACHT,  CO.  "D",  48TH  PA.  MIL- 
ITIA INF.  Enrolled  July  1,  1863.  Mustered  out  Aug.  26, 
1863.   Also  PVT.  JOSIAH  GOOD,  CO.  "C",  7TH  PA.  RESERVES. 
Died  Florence,  S.C.,  Oct.  31,  1864.  Both  from  Lebanon  Co., 
PA.  B.  FOSNACHT,  120  BACHMANVILLE  RD.,  HERSHEY,  PA.   17033 


1ST  VERMONT  CAVALRY.   I  am  writing  a  book  on  this  unit. 
EDWARD  VON  SITAS,  4  SUMMIT  ST.,  ESSEX  JUNCTION,  VT.  05452 


WANTED:  Any  info,  on  the  115TH  PA.  VOL.  INF.   Have  info,  to 
trade.  BILL  HAYES,  4443  TOLBUT  ST.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
19136 


WANTED:  Info,  on  28TH  PA.  VOLS.  Need  letters,  diaries, 
memoirs.  Will  pay  for  photographs.  ED  HAHN,  120  OAKLAND 
AVE.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA.    15213 


WANTED:  Any  &  all  info.,  relics,  photos,  books,  etc.  on  the 
14TH  NEW  JERSEY  VOLS.  ESP,  anything  pertaining  to  or  men- 
tioning WILLIAM  GROSSE.   P.  KOPSTAIN,  302  N.  MAIN,  MT. 
PROSPECT,  IL.   60056 


NEED  TO  KNOW  OF  ANY  SURVIVING  MUSKETS  of  23RD  NEW  JERSEY 
VOLS.  Need  info,  on  Corp.  ISAAC  HEISLER  or  Pvt.  CHARLES 
LIPPINCOTT,  CO.  "G",  23RD  N.J.  VOLS.  NELSON  McCALL,  568 
BALTIMORE  ST.,  CHARLESTOWN,  MP.    21914 


NOTICE:  Will  exchange  info,  on  the  96TH  PA.  INF.  &  the 
BATTLE  OF  CRAMPTON'S  GAP,  SEPT.  14TH,  1862.  ALSO  want  info 
on  the  1ST  NEW  YORK  MOUNTED  RIFLES.  MIKE  CAVANAUGH,  6228 
TACKAWANNA  ST. ,  PHILA. .  PA.   19135-WILL  PAY  FOR  PHOTOCOPIES 


WANTED:  Any  material  on  VERMONT  in  the  Civil  War.  ESP. 


INFO,  on  3RD  RHODE  ISLAND  HEAVY  ARTILLERY.  Regimental  hist- 
ories, paper  items,  photographic  images  wanted  for  research. 
Will  pay  for  xerox  copies  plus  postage.  RICHARD  STEPHENS, 
1830  RIVERSIDE  BLVD.,  LUMBERTON,  N.C.   28358 

■kic-k-k-k-k-n^^^^^^^^^Tin^nn^^Tiinn^Tii^^i-kii  **********TF**x 

WANTED:  Any  info.,  letters,  diaries,  identified  photos 
pertaining  to: 

***  110TH  PENN.  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY  *** 
Contact:  WAR  LIBRARY  &  MUSEUM,  1805  PINE  STREET, 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA.   19103  -  ATTEN.:  RUSS  PRITCHARD 


************************************* 
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WANTED:  Info,  on  81ST  INDIANA  VOL.  INF.  REG'T.  or  ARMY  C 
THE  CUMBERLAND  needed  for  book.  A.J.  SAVAGE,  332B  EL 
DORADO,  ARCADIA,  CA.    91006 


WOULD  LIKE  TO  CORRESPOND  with  any  individuals  who  have  info 
of  any  nature  on  the  33RD  MISSOURI  INF.  Will  accept  any- 
thing.  ROBERT  TALBOTT,  233  CANDLETREE  DR.,  BLUE  SPRINGS, 
MO.   64015 


WANTED  TO  COPY  or  purchase  material  about  CAMP  BUTLER  ILL. 
Also  ILLINOIS  Regimental  Histories.  KEN  BAUMANN,  263 
IDEAL  ST.,  MILAN,  MI.    48160 


ANY  INFO.  ON  THE  THIRD  WISCONSIN  VOL.  CAVALRY  ESP. 
GORDON  MORAN,  BOX  393,  OMRO,  WI.   54963 


CO.  "C". 


C.W.B.X. 


OCT-NOV,  1980 
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MISC. 


Wanted 


SAVE  THE  BATTLEFIELDS 


WANTED:  Books,  letters,  diaries,  newspaper  accounts,  relics 
related  to  the  battle  of  CRAMPTON'S  GAP,  MD.  SEPT.  14,  1862 
(BATTLE  OF  SOUTH  MOUNTAIN) .  Will  pay  for  photo-copies. 
MIKE  CAVANAUGH,  6228  TACKAWANNA  ST. ,  PHILA. ,  PA.   19135 


'WANTED:  Items  relating  to  5TH  MASS.  BATT."E"  LIGHT  ARTILL- 
ERY. ESP,  copies  of  Battery  History.  CALL  (617)  862-0606 
or  write:   HOWARD  E.  NORRIS,  BOX  72,  LEXINGTON,  MA.   02173 


MICHIGAN  CAVALRY  ITEMS  WANTED:   Anything!  ESP.  1ST,  5TH, 
'6TH,  7TH,  Reg'ts.  &  anything  pertaining  to  MAJOR  HENRY  W. 
GRANGER,  7TH  MICH.  CAV.  HIGHEST  prices  paid!!  KARL  L. 
ROMMEL,  737  CLOVERLEAF  RD.,  LANSING,  MI.   48906 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  Civil  War  weapons,  uniforms,  accoutrements. 
Write  with  price  &  description.  R.C.  TRAEGER,  141  DEER 
RUN,  FOREST  LAKES,  ANDOVER,  N.J.    07821 


WANTED:  ZOUAVE  ITEMS!!  Photos,  prints,  etc.  Illinois  par- 
ticipation-Illinois Regimental  Histories.  SPECIAL  WANT: 
"Patriotism  of  Illinois"  by  Eddy.  JAMES  HENNESSEY,  832  N. 
EUTAW,  BALTIMORE,  MD.    21201 


WANTED:  Civil  War  fuzes,  fuze  adapters  &  fuze  wrenches. 
Please  state  type,  condition  &  price.  R.A.  DODSON,  2820 
FRANKT.TN  ST_^_ ALEXANDRIA ( |  VA .   22306 


WANTED:  Military  relics,  War  souvenirs,  Medals,  Flags. 
From  ALL  wars,  ALL  countries.  German,  Japanese,  Viet  Cong, 
Chinese,  Russian.  WALT  GRACE,  BOX  1337,  LINWOOD,  PA.  19061 


WANTED:  Civil  War  to  WW  I  uniforms,  helmets,  medals,  in- 
signia, marine  items  of  all  kinds  &  periods.  WWI  enlisted 
mens  bronze  collar  disc  WANTED...  R.  BEETS,  BOX  457, 
GARDNER,  KS.   66030 


U.S.S.  MONITOR:  Material  wanted  for  collection  &  research. 
MARIA  TEMPLETON,  1707  SCENIC  DR.,  DELAWARE  HEIGHTS,  EWING 
08628 


*********************************************************** 

WANTED  FOR  RESEARCH:  MEXICAN  WAR  period  dated  issues  of 
GEORGIA  NEWSPAPER  (1847-48)  -  ESP.  LAGRANGE  NEWS,  MACON 
NEWS,  COLUMBUS  ENQUIRER,  ETC.  Northwest  &  Western  Part  of 
State.  Will  pay  for  copies  or  pay  for  researched  informat- 
ion by  owner.   TOM  LO  PIANO,  JR.,  63  LEDGEBROOK  DR., 
NORWALK,  CT.     06854 
*********************************************************** 


WANTED:  Any  info.,  diaries,  letters,  photos,  histories,  etc. 
on  the  2ND,  11TH,  1ST  EASTERN  SHORE  •MARYLAND  INF.   ESP.  PVT. 

MICHAEL  SMALL,  5  JOPPAWOOD  CT. ,  A-2, 

21236 


JONATHON  SHELL. 
BALTIMORE,  MD. 


WANTED:  Bone  Saw-Solid  Blade-Hard  Leather  Handle  &  Bone 
Nippers  for  Civil  War  Surgeon's  Kit  (S.S.  Bliss),  on 
approval.  M.  STARNER,  R  1  WILBANKS  CIR. ,  DALLAS,  GA. 30132 


WANTED:  Civil  War  Presentation  Swords  in  excellent  cond. 
ESP.  13th  MASS.  INF.  Phone  collect:  (918)  682-0368.  JACK 
GAYER.  304  DAVID  LN. ,  MUSKOGEE,  OK.     74401 


*********************************************************** 
FOR  SALE:  Regimental  Reunion  Badges,  Ribbons;  5TH  NEW  YORK 
H.A. ,  6TH  PA.  CAV.,  97TH,  122ND,  146TH  NEW  YORK  VOLS., 
20TH  PA.  CAV.,  23RD,  55TH  PA.  VOLS.  &  others.  Also  be 
specific.   D.  LORDEN,  BOX  5874,  ROXBORO  STA. ,  PHILA.,  PA. 
19128 
*********************************************************** 


WANTED:  Soldiers  letters,  diaries,  photos  &  relics  pertain- 
ing  to  BERMUDA  HUNDRED,  PETERSBURG  &  THE  BATTLE  OF  THE 
CRATER  MINE  EXPLOSION.   RON  O'CONNELL,  2301  DICKENS  RD., 
RICHMOND,  VA.   23230 


WANTED:  War  medals-Corps  Insignia-Documents  on  medals, 
i COLLECTOR:  JOSEPH  COPLEY,  BOX  43,  NEW  CASTLE,  N.H.  03854 


WANTED:  Patent  Office  Reports  before  1890.  Also  any  books, 
photos  or  firearms  by  THOMAS  BACON'S  FIREARM  CO's.  Also 
CONN.  Business  Direct. &  NORWICH  Directories.  LOWELL  WAGNER 
6490  EXCELSIOR  BLVD.,  SUITE  310W,  ST.  LOUIS  PARK,  MN._ 55426. 


********************************************************** 
WANTED  FOR  CASH  OR  TRADE! !  US  Cavalry  Saddles,  Bridles, 
Bits,  Uniforms,  Accoutrements,  Weapons.  1833  to  1943. 
BURGESS,  1960  HILLCREST  AVE. ,  MERIDEN,  CT.    06450 
********************************************************** 


************************************************* 

...What  kind  of  battlefields  will  we  leave  our 
children?  Manassas,  Gettysburg,  Petersburg,  & 
others  ARE  IN  DANGER!   Don't  give  up  the  fight.. 
Write  your  Reps.  TODAY ! !   Support  the  HARRIS  BILL 
JR  5048. .KEEP  US  INFORMED.   We  want  battlefield 
news.. Write:  EDITOR,  C.W.B.X.,  BOX  15432,  PHILA., 
PA.  19149.   DON'T  HAVE  YOUR  CHILDREN  ASK... WHY? 


Send  your  contribution  to: 

^CIVIL  WAR 
->®S1TES  FUND 

c/o  National  Park  Foundation 
Washington.  DC  20240 


MISC. 


Wanted 


********************************************************** 
TARPLEY  CARBINE  DATA  WANTED:   For  research  project.     ALSO 
interested  in  acquiring  a  TARPLEY,   any  cond.&  specific 
Virginia  Manufactory  pieces.     M.C.  YOUNG,  BOX  5,  KENMORE 
STATION,   BOSTON,   MA.  02215 

********************************************************** 


LOOKING  FOR  CIVIL  WAR  &  Antique  DOCTOR  INSTRUMENTS,   Pill 
Boxes,  Medicine  Bottles,   Insignias,   Etc.       DEAN  CAREY, 
FRANKLIN  STREET,    BIGLERVILLE,    PA.        17307  .      . 


SPOTLIGHT    ON    CIVIL    WAR 
MUSEUMS    AND    LIBRARIES 


WEST    POINT   MUSEUM    -    U.S.    MILITARY    ACADEMY 

The  West  Point  Museum.,  U.S.  Military  Academy,  has  been 
open  to  the  public  since  1854.     A  large  collection  of 
Civil  War  artifacts  includes  Lee's  sash  worn  at  Appomatt- 
ox, one  of  Grant's  coats,   Sheridan's  sword,  a  coat  capt- 
ured from  General  Roser  by  Custer,     General  Warren's  field 
glasses  used  on  Round  Top  at  Gettysburg,   &  an  armor  plate 
from  the  "Monitor"  damaged  during  the  battle  with  the 
"CSS  Virginia".     Also  the  museum  has  most  of  the  colors  of 
the  U.S.  Regular  Army  from  the  Civil  War    (including  the 
1ST  REGIMENT  U.S.   SHARPSHOOTERS) ,   &  examples  of  all  Corps 
&  Division  flags.   Weapons  collection  includes  dozens  of 
examples  of  Union  &  Confederate  cannon,  most  of  the 
shoulder  arms  and  side  arms  in  use  during  the  war  and  a 
extensive  Civil  War  uniform  collection. 

The  public  galleries  are  open  daily  (except  Christmas  ~& 
New  Year's  Day)  from  10:30  AM  to  4:15  PM.  Reasearch  . 
inquiries  are  welcome. 

Submitted  by:  MICHAEL  J.   McAFEE 
MUSEUM  CURATOR 


DO  YOUR  FRIENDS  A  FAVOR. . .  Let   them  know   about   the 
C.W.B.X.      How    about   your    school    library,    local 
historical   society,    researcher,    ancestor   hunter 
or    just   plain   C.W.    buff.      WE    SEND    FREE    SAMPLE 
COPIES. . .SEND    US    A   NAME_  &    ADDRESS TODAY! 


***********************  *TTT*T*  *****  *7******~**~*  * 

..AD  CHANGES  ARE  FREE  IN  THE  C.W.B.X WE  ENCCURGE  YOU 

TO  CHANGE  ADS  OFTEN. .KEEP  EACH  ISSUE  UP  TO  DATE  &  FRESH 
********************************************************- 
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Jerome  (Jerry)  Slechta 
1906-1998 

by  Barbara  Hughett 
ORMER  Lincoln  College  board 
member  Jerry  Slechta  died  on 
September  5,  after  a  long  battle 
with  cancer.  He  would  have  been  92  in 
December.  Brooks  Davis,  Lincoln 
College  board  member  and  chair  of  the 
Heritage  Committee,  and  his  wife 
Betsey  attended  the  funeral  in  Jefferson, 
Wisconsin,  on  September  10. 

Jerry  Slechta  practiced  law  in  Wis- 
consin for  fifty  years,  and  was  active  in 
civic  affairs  in  his  hometown.  A  long- 
time scholar  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
the  Civil  War,  Slechta  was  a  good  friend 
of  the  late  Ralph  Newman  and  had 
been  a  member  of  The  Civil  War  Round 
Table  of  Chicago  for  many  years,  serv- 
ing as  president  in  1959-1960. 

When  I  interviewed  him  for  my 
book  on  the  history  of  The  Round  Table, 
I  asked  Jerry  how  he  became  interested 
in  Civil  War  history.  He  said  it  hap- 
pened during  World  War  II,  while  he 
was  serving  in  the  United  States  Navy. 
His  wife  bought  him  a  copy  of  Douglas 
Southall  Freeman's  four-volume  biog- 
raphy of  Robert  E.  Lee  to  take  aboard 
ship  with  him.  He  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  biography  and  became  fascinated 
with  the  Civil  War  and  its  era.  After  his 
discharge,  he  searched  out  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Book  Shop  in  Chicago  where, 
he  said,  "Ralph  Newman  immediately 
recruited  me  for  membership  in  The 
Civil  War  Round  Table." 

Jerry  gave  his  extensive  Lincoln 
and  Civil  War  collection  to  the  Hoard 
Museum  in  Fort  Atkinson,  Wisconsin. 
A  special  room  was  built  to  house  it; 
Jerry  was  able  to  attend  the  dedication 
ceremonies  in  1996.  He  is  survived  by 
two  sons,  six  grandsons,  two  grand- 
daughters, and  three  great-grand- 
daughters. 

Jerry  Slechta  with  his  collection  at  the 
Hoard  Museum. 


Painter  Lecture  Program 
Announced 

fHE  1999  George  L.  Painter 
Lectures  will  be  held  on  Friday, 
February  12,  at  the  Visitor  Center 
of  the  Lincoln  Home  National  Historic 
Site  in  Springfield,  beginning  at  9:30 
a.m.  This  annual  lecture  series  is  named 
in  honor  of  the  late  George  L.  Painter, 
who  was  the  Lincoln  Home  historian 
from  1976  until  his  death  in  December 
1995.  He  was  the  founder  of  the 
Lincoln's  Birthday  events  at  the  Lincoln 
Home,  as  well  as  of  the  annual  Abraham 
Lincoln  Colloquium,  held  in  the  Fall. 
This  year's  program  will  feature: 

•  Doug  Pokorski,  presenting  a  pa- 
per titled  "Always  My  Friend:  Abraham 
Lincoln  through  the  Eyes  of  a  Modern 
Newspaper  Reporter."  He  will  present 
a  perspective  and  reflection  on  his  past 
fifteen  years  of  reporting  on  several 
hundred  stories  relating  to  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  Lincoln's  hometown  paper, 
The  State  Journal-Register.  The  oldest 
newspaper  in  Illinois,  The  State  Journal- 
Register  is  the  lineal  descendant  of  the 
Lincoln-era  Sangamo  Journal. 

•  Robert  Marcus,  from  Springfield, 
Virginia,  will  present  "A  History  of  the 
Civil  War  through  the  Magic  Lantern." 
This  slide  program  will  present  Civil 
War  images  as  they  would  have  been 
presented  in  the  years  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  war.  As  means  of  support, 
Civil  War  veterans  purchased  images 
on  glass  which  depicted  battle  scenes, 
camp  life,  and  prominent  figures  of  the 
era.  The  slides  were  packaged  with  pro- 
motional information  and  the  veterans 
used  them  in  lectures  they  gave  on  their 
war  experiences  in  veterans  halls, 
churches,  or  theaters. 

For  additional  information  on  the 
Painter  Lectures,  contact  the  Lincoln 
Home  National  Historic  Site  at  217- 
492-4241,  extension  241,  or  via  e-mail  at 
liho_historian@nps  .gov . 


Christmas  in  Mr. 
Lincoln's  Neighborhood 

OW  DID  THE  Lincoln  family 
celebrate  the  Christmas  season? 
Did  Willie  and  Tad  hang  up 
stockings  "by  the  chimney  with  care?" 
What  type  of  goodies  did  Mary  serve 
guests  at  a  New  Year's  party?  Answers 
to  these  questions  and  more  can  be 
found  in  an  exibit  to  be  open  during  the 
month  of  December  at  the  Lincoln  Home 
National  Historic  Site. 

Beginning  December  5,  wreaths 
will  adorn  many  of  the  homes  in  the 
Lincoln  neighborhood.  The  wreaths — 
made  of  vines,  berries,  greenery,  and 
other  natural  decorations — will  empha- 
size the  beauty  of  natural  items  and  the 
simplicity  of  the  Christmas  decorations 
in  the  mid-1800s. 

Inside,  greenery,  holly,  ribbons,  and 
blooming  plants  will  brighten  the  Lin- 
coln home.  Gifts  that  might  have  been 
given  to  Willie  and  Tad  will  be  exhib- 
ited in  the  boys'  room.  According  to  a 
friend  of  the  family,  Robert  helped 
hang  their  stockings  on  a  fireplace  man- 
tel. Oranges,  firecrackers,  horehound 
candy,  and  carved  wooden  animals 
were  popular  during  the  holidays. 


Mary  Lincoln  prepared  for  the 
busier  holiday  in  those  days,  New  Year's 
Day,  when  friends  and  family  were 
expected  to  call.  A  typical  mid-1800s 
holiday  menu  included  boned  turkey, 
oysters,  venison,  chicken  salad,  bis- 
cuits, bouillon,  glazed  fruit,  fruit  cake, 
ice  cream,  cake,  candy,  macaroon  pyra- 
mids, preserves,  wine,  eggnog,  and  hot 
coffee.  It's  no  wonder  Mary  wrote,  "to- 
morrow I  must  rise  early,  as  it  is  receiv- 
ing day...."  to  her  friend  Hannah  Shearer 
in  a  letter  dated  January  1,  1860,  but 
obviously  written  the  day,  or  night, 
before. 

The  decorations  will  remain  on 
exhibit  until  January  4,  1999.  For  more 
information,  contact  Judy  Winkelmann 
at  217-492-4241,  extension  251,  or  Su- 
san Haake  at  extension  246. 
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